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Grade Total score Grade Total Score Grade Total Score Grade Total Score

Massachusetts B+ 86.8 A- 92.3 B 83.0 B 85.2
New Jersey B 85.1 B+ 88.1 B 86.2 B- 81.0

Vermont B 83.8 B+ 86.8 B 85.7 C+ 78.8
Maryland B 82.7 B 84.7 B+ 86.6 C+ 76.8

Connecticut B- 82.5 B+ 87.4 B+ 86.7 C 73.3
New Hampshire B- 82.3 B+ 89.1 C+ 78.4 C+ 79.4

Pennsylvania B- 80.5 B- 82.1 B 84.9 C 74.6
Wyoming B- 80.2 B- 81.8 B+ 87.7 C- 71.2

New York B- 79.8 B- 80.8 B+ 88.1 C- 70.6
Minnesota B- 79.6 B+ 87.4 C 75.5 C 75.9
Wisconsin C+ 79.4 B 83.3 B- 80.3 C 74.6

Virginia C+ 79.2 B 85.0 C+ 76.8 C 75.8
Rhode Island C+ 78.9 B- 79.8 B 85.8 C- 71.0

Maine C+ 78.5 B- 79.5 B 83.5 C- 72.4
North Dakota C+ 77.1 B 85.3 C+ 77.9 D+ 68.1

Delaware C+ 76.8 C+ 79.3 B 83.1 D+ 67.9
Illinois C+ 76.6 B- 80.5 C+ 78.2 C- 71.2

Nebraska C+ 76.5 B 84.1 C 73.8 C- 71.6
Iowa C 76.2 B 84.6 C 73.7 C- 70.3

Alaska C 75.1 C+ 76.7 B 83.2 D 65.6
Indiana C 74.9 C+ 77.5 C- 72.0 C 75.3

Washington C 74.9 B- 80.4 C- 71.1 C 73.2
Ohio C 74.7 C+ 78.9 C 74.6 C- 70.7

Colorado C 74.5 B 83.2 D+ 68.6 C- 71.8
Hawaii C 74.0 C+ 78.9 NA1   NA1 D+ 69.0

Kansas C 73.8 B- 80.7 C 74.7 D 66.0
Kentucky C 73.3 C 75.4 C- 72.1 C- 72.3

District of Columbia C 72.9 B 82.8 NA1    NA1 D 63.1
Montana C 72.8 C+ 77.2 C- 70.7 C- 70.5

Florida C- 72.4 C 75.1 D+ 68.3 C 73.9
Missouri C- 72.2 C+ 78.7 C- 70.5 D+ 67.6

Utah C- 72.2 B- 81.6 D- 61.9 C 73.2
Georgia C- 71.9 C 74.6 C- 70.0 C- 71.2

West Virginia C- 71.8 C- 70.7 B- 81.9 D 62.8
Michigan C- 71.7 C 76.1 C 73.4 D 65.6

Tennessee C- 70.9 C 73.5 D+ 67.3 C- 72.0
North Carolina C- 70.6 C+ 76.5 D 66.2 D+ 69.0

South Dakota C- 70.3 B- 79.7 D 66.1 D 65.2
Oregon C- 70.2 C 75.2 D+ 69.1 D 66.4

Arkansas C- 69.8 C- 70.8 C- 72.5 D 66.0
California C- 69.8 C 73.6 D 66.4 D+ 69.3

Texas C- 69.7 C 73.3 D 64.8 C- 70.9
South Carolina C- 69.6 C 73.4 C- 70.9 D 64.4

Louisiana D+ 68.7 C- 70.3 C 72.9 D 62.8
Arizona D+ 68.5 C 72.8 D- 61.8 C- 70.7

Oklahoma D+ 68.2 C 72.6 D 66.0 D 66.1
Alabama D+ 68.1 C- 70.4 D+ 69.4 D 64.6

Idaho D+ 67.9 C 75.5 F 59.0 D+ 69.2
New Mexico D 65.8 D+ 66.9 D+ 68.7 D- 61.8
Mississippi D 65.6 C- 69.8 D+ 67.1 D- 60.0

Nevada D 65.2 D 66.5 D 62.8 D 66.2

U.S. C 74.4 C+ 77.8 C 74.4 C- 71.0
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New York B+ 88.1 0.137 93.0% 0.144 $7,420 $17,548 100.0% 100.0            4.2%
Wyoming B+ 87.7 0.084 89.0 0.163 5,897 17,513 100.0 100.0 3.8

Connecticut B+ 86.7 0.072 90.4 0.146 7,154 15,569 100.0 100.0 3.9
Maryland B+ 86.6 0.148 92.4 0.105 4,050 12,679 100.0 100.0 3.8

New Jersey B 86.2 0.037 89.9 0.215 9,862 15,742 99.9 100.0 4.8
Rhode Island B 85.8 0.142 87.5 0.131 5,053 14,281 95.2 99.9 3.9

Vermont B 85.7 0.110 81.0 0.214 10,346 19,134 84.1 97.7 5.2
Pennsylvania B 84.9 0.162 90.5 0.149 5,125 14,197 91.8 99.7 3.9

Maine B 83.5 0.157 88.9 0.175 5,011 14,523 76.5 97.8 4.4
Alaska B 83.2 -0.325 89.6 0.352 14,247 18,841 96.2 99.1 3.9

Delaware B 83.1 0.244 90.4 0.123 4,950 13,775 100.0 100.0 2.8
Massachusetts B 83.0 0.130 91.9 0.179 7,086 13,546 99.4 100.0 3.4

West Virginia B- 81.9 0.099 94.5 0.087 2,045 12,855 38.0 96.3 4.4
Wisconsin B- 80.3 0.098 91.9 0.119 3,020 12,031 57.4 96.8 3.5

New Hampshire C+ 78.4 0.174 84.3 0.242 9,680 14,718 78.7 97.9 3.9
Illinois C+ 78.2 0.213 86.4 0.163 7,228 12,007 73.1 96.8 3.7

North Dakota C+ 77.9 0.174 95.1 0.168 3,391 13,448 65.5 98.3 2.4
Virginia C+ 76.8 0.255 90.0 0.133 4,081 10,044 67.2 97.0 3.0

Minnesota C 75.5 0.106 91.1 0.152 4,126 11,858 39.2 93.5 3.3
Kansas C 74.7 0.041 89.2 0.146 3,805 11,452 24.2 90.3 3.7

Ohio C 74.6 0.092 89.4 0.191 5,677 12,018 40.5 92.6 3.6
Nebraska C 73.8 0.193 92.6 0.215 5,471 13,833 40.6 94.1 3.1

Iowa C 73.7 0.153 93.0 0.118 3,121 12,254 16.8 89.8 3.3
Michigan C 73.4 0.195 90.2 0.149 3,840 12,188 22.6 90.1 3.6

Louisiana C 72.9 0.251 92.4 0.158 4,568 11,434 41.6 94.5 2.8
Arkansas C- 72.5 0.110 91.6 0.140 3,750 11,263 13.0 85.3 3.8
Kentucky C- 72.1 0.071 87.2 0.132 3,203 10,562 13.7 87.4 3.5

Indiana C- 72.0 0.019 89.6 0.156 3,829 11,093 14.1 84.3 3.5
Washington C- 71.1 0.083 93.2 0.147 2,826 9,383 21.9 90.3 2.7

South Carolina C- 70.9 0.247 89.9 0.154 4,405 10,617 13.2 86.3 4.1
Montana C- 70.7 0.151 91.6 0.297 5,639 13,322 33.0 88.8 3.4
Missouri C- 70.5 0.202 92.2 0.144 3,468 10,928 12.7 86.3 3.3
Georgia C- 70.0 0.183 92.1 0.144 4,073 9,288 16.3 86.2 3.4

Alabama D+ 69.4 0.198 91.2 0.109 2,805 9,743 5.1 83.3 3.3
Oregon D+ 69.1 0.140 92.1 0.142 3,017 10,532 9.2 85.7 2.7

New Mexico D+ 68.7 0.089 93.7 0.219 3,329 9,913 12.3 82.2 3.3
Colorado D+ 68.6 0.176 90.6 0.151 3,032 9,120 12.5 89.0 2.8

Florida D+ 68.3 0.125 93.7 0.084 2,097 9,231 0.7 78.0 2.7
Tennessee D+ 67.3 0.035 91.0 0.133 2,952 8,958 1.5 79.2 2.7
Mississippi D+ 67.1 0.157 89.0 0.146 3,897 9,492 1.2 73.6 3.6
California D 66.4 0.080 90.8 0.186 3,518 8,339 8.2 84.5 2.6

North Carolina D 66.2 0.145 92.6 0.128 2,672 8,867 4.0 78.9 2.4
South Dakota D 66.1 0.150 90.2 0.198 3,673 10,798 10.7 77.6 2.5

Oklahoma D 66.0 0.076 90.2 0.170 2,648 8,767 2.8 72.2 2.9
Texas D 64.8 0.136 91.7 0.211 4,468 8,075 10.1 79.2 2.8

Nevada D 62.8 0.093 NA2 0.154 2,690 8,294 8.3 77.3 2.9
Utah D- 61.9 0.277 91.4 0.163 2,454 7,084 1.0 62.3 2.9

Arizona D- 61.8 0.104 93.7 0.214 4,107 7,733 3.8 66.0 2.5
Idaho F 59.0 0.387 88.6 0.267 3,790 8,284 3.5 64.2 2.9

District of Columbia3 NA NA NA NA NA NA 14,297 100.0 100.0         NA4

Hawaii3 NA NA NA NA NA     NA 12,425 100.0 100.0 2.7

U.S. 5 C 74.4 0.134 90.7% 0.166 $4,665 $11,841 39.8% 89.3 3.4%

School Finance

Note: States are ordered based on unrounded scores.
1 �Figures in this column are adjusted to reflect regional cost differences and weighted for student needs.
2 �The Clark County school district enrolls the majority of students in Nevada, making its per-pupil spending the statewide median. In addition, Clark County is Nevada’s lowest-spending district. Because of these two 
factors, a value for the McLoone Index comparable to other states’ cannot be calculated. Nevada’s grade is based on all other available indicators.

3 �The District of Columbia and Hawaii are single-district jurisdictions. As a result, it is not possible to calculate measures of financial equity, which capture the distribution of funding across districts within a state. The 
District of Columbia and Hawaii do not receive grades for school finance. 

4 The District of Columbia does not have a state-level revenue source.
5 �The U.S. row reports the indicator value for the average state.

SOURCE: Education Week Research Center, 2016

Editor’s Note: 
This table has been revised to reflect corrections to 
errors in Quality Counts 2016, published as the Jan. 7 
issue of Education Week and online.


