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olitical polarization is on the rise in the United 
States. K-12 education has not been immune to 
this trend. In the summer of 2025, the EdWeek 
Research Center took stock of the dimensions 

and impacts of polarization with a survey of more than 
500 teachers, school leaders, and district leaders. 

Survey results indicate that teachers and 
administrators disagree on multiple aspects of two hot 
button topics relevant to K-12: immigration and the role of 
the federal government in education. Relative to those 
who indicated they had voted for current President 
Donald Trump in 2024, teachers and administrators who 
said they voted for Kamala Harris were more likely to say 
school districts should advocate for the release of students 
detained for civil immigration offenses. Trump voters 
were more likely than their peers who voted for Harris to 
say they believed the federal government’s role in 
education was too large. Even when it came to civics 
education—which is sometimes viewed as a salve for 
polarization, educators split along partisan lines, with 
Trump voters more likely to say its objectives should 
include patriotism and Harris voters more likely to 
embrace other objectives, including engaging in reasoned 
debate with those with different perspectives and 
collaborating to resolve conflict.

Despite these divisions, substantial areas of agreement 
remain: Trump and Harris voters were united in their 
opposition to federal involvement in private school 
choice/homeschooling and curriculum mandates.  There 
were no significant differences in the share of Trump and 
Harris voters who said their decision to personally 
advocate for a student detained by immigration 
authorities would depend upon the particulars of the 
situation.  Regardless of who they voted for in 2024, 
educators were most likely to identify the goals of civics 
education as explaining how government works and 
teaching students to understand their rights.

These results suggest that, while K–12 educators are not 
immune to the nation’s partisan divides, many shared 
priorities remain.

Executive Summary

Even when it came to 
civics education—
which is sometimes 
viewed as a salve for 
polarization, 
educators split along 
partisan lines, with 
Trump voters more 
likely to say its 
objectives should 
include patriotism 
and Harris voters 
more likely to 
embrace other 
objectives.
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hree decades ago, Americans were more 
likely to define themselves as moderate 
than as either liberal or conservative. 

That has changed. 
Americans are now most likely to say they are 

conservative or very conservative (37 %-up from 36 % 
in 1992). A quarter of Americans identify as liberal or 
very liberal, up from 17% in 1992. Between 1992 and 
2024, the share of Americans identifying as moderate 
declined from 43% to 34%. 

As the share of moderates has declined, political views 
have grown more extreme. According to a 2024 
YouGov/Johns Hopkins poll, nearly half of the electorate 
says that members of the party they don’t belong to are 
“downright evil.” A March Pew Research Center poll 
found that 8 in 10 Americans say that Democrats and 
Republicans “not only disagree on plans and policies, but 
also cannot agree on basic facts.”

K-12 education has not been immune to this 
polarization. Although the majority of school board 
meetings are civil, an analysis that spanned 2010 to 2023 
found that conflict rose in 2020. A 2024 UCLA study 

estimated that dealing with political conflict cost K-12 
education $3.2 billion during the 2023-24 school year due 
to expenses such as lawsuits, public relations, and 
employee time. Although just 28% of districts 
experienced high levels of conflict, an additional 38% 
reported a moderate amount. 

In the summer of 2025, the EdWeek Research Center 
fielded a survey to explore the degree to which teachers 
and administrators are themselves polarized when it 
comes to two topics that have historically sparked 
partisan disagreement: immigration and the role of the 
federal government in K-12 education. The survey also 
explored beliefs and practices related to civics education, 
which is often viewed as a potential solution to political 
conflict and polarization. In order to better understand 
the degree to which partisan beliefs might be influencing 
the findings, survey respondents were asked which 
candidate they voted for in the 2024 Presidential 
elections—Kamala Harris, Donald Trump—or a third 
party. Throughout this report, the results of this question 
are used as a proxy for partisan beliefs, with the goal of 
shedding light on areas of agreement and disagreement. 
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Introduction

T

WHO
559 U.S.-based public and 
private school educators 
participated in the survey 
including 111 district 
leaders, 184 principals and 
vice principals, and 264 
teachers

ABOUT THE SURVEY

WHEN
June 26-July 24, 2025

WHAT
A 43-question survey

WHERE
The survey was 
conducted online

WHY
The survey was 
conducted to 
inform Education 
Week’s annual Big 
Ideas report, which 
takes a big picture 
look at timely topics 
in education

https://news.gallup.com/poll/655190/political-parties-historically-polarized-ideologically.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/655190/political-parties-historically-polarized-ideologically.aspx
https://hub.jhu.edu/2024/10/27/snf-agora-poll-september-2024/
https://hub.jhu.edu/2024/10/27/snf-agora-poll-september-2024/
https://idea.gseis.ucla.edu/publications/files/costs-of-conflict-report
https://www.wgbh.org/news/local/2023-11-30/as-kids-become-politically-polarized-learning-civics-could-help-bridge-the-divide
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A total of 63% of teachers, school leaders, and district leaders surveyed reported 
voting for Kamala Harris in the 2024 Presidential election. Twenty-four percent said 
they voted for Donald Trump. Because partisan similarities and differences are the 
topic of this report, the analysis focuses on those who voted for the Democratic or 
Republican Party candidates and does not analyze results for third-party voters 
(5%) or for those who said they did not vote (8%).
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Partisan Beliefs of Survey Respondents

In the last presidential election, I voted for:

Figure 1

63%

24%

8%
5%

Kamala Harris

Donald Trump

N/A—I did not vote

A third-party candidate

The chart on pages 6 and 7 shows demographic breakdowns for Trump voters who 
responded to the survey, Harris voters who responded to the survey, and for the sample 
as a whole. Throughout this report, the totals reported include all respondents (Trump 
voters, Harris voters, third-party voters, and non-voters).
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Figure 2

Survey Demographics*
Voted For 

Trump
Voted For 

Harris All Survey Respondents

GENDER:

Female** 51% 66% 61%

Male** 49% 34% 39%

ETHNICITY/RACE:

Asian 1% 1% 1%

Black 4% 9% 7%

Hispanic 6% 6% 6%

White 82% 80% 81%

Prefer to self-identify 6% 4% 4%

AGE:

Generation Z (1997-2012) 0% 1% 1%

Millennials (1981-1996) 16% 17% 17%

Generation X (1965-1980) 66% 61% 64%

Baby Boomers (1946-1964) 18% 20% 18%

Silent Generation (1928-1945) 1% 1% 1%

ROLE:

District leaders 23% 20% 21%

School leaders 33% 35% 34%

Teachers 44% 45% 44%

GRADE SPAN:

Elementary school teachers and school leaders 58% 51% 52%

Middle school teachers and school leaders 25% 32% 31%

High school teachers and school leaders 17% 17% 17%

STUDENT SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS:

Works in a district where the majority of students are from low-income families 63% 54% 56%



©EdWeek Research Center. Copying, distributing, or sharing this report, or any of its contents, outside of your organization is strictly prohibited.

Partisan Polarization & K-12 Education: Results of a National Survey, 2025

7

Figure 2 (Continued)

Survey Demographics*
Voted For 

Trump
Voted For 

Harris All Survey Respondents

SECTOR:

Public school or district 92% 92% 92%

Private school or network 8% 8% 8%

DISTRICT SIZE:

District enrollment is less than 2,500* 51% 36% 40%

District enrollment is 2,500-9,999 26% 32% 30%

District enrollment is 10,000 or more 24% 33% 30%

LOCALE:

Rural or town* 57% 32% 38%

Suburban* 27% 42% 38%

Urban 17% 26% 23%

REGION:

Northeast 10% 20% 18%

Midwest 33% 25% 27%

South 33% 32% 31%

West 24% 24% 24%

The chart reflects the fact that the Trump and Harris voters who responded to the survey are similar in many ways. 
There are no significant differences between the two groups when it comes to ethnicity/race, age, role, grade span, the 
socioeconomic status of the district’s students, sector (public vs. private), or region. 

Differences did emerge, however, when it came to gender: Males were significantly more likely than females to 
say they voted for Trump. Females were significantly more likely than males to say they voted for Harris.  
Respondents who indicated they had voted for Trump were also significantly more likely than Harris voters to work 
in small, rural, and suburban school districts. 

*Totals may not sum to 100% due to rounding, 

**Indicates that differences between Trump and Harris voters are statistically significant for this category (p<.10).
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Immigration enforcement has long been a hot 
button topic associated with intense partisan divides. 
The government’s approach changed substantially 
when Trump took office: The average number of 
deportations per month was 36,000 between February 
and June of 2025, up from 12,660 during that same 
period the year before when Joe Biden was President. 
Between late January and late June of 2025,  U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) arrested 
nearly 112,000 people, more than double the 51,000 
arrested during that same period the year before.

Almost all of the arrestees have been adults—not 
children.  However, when parents are detained—or in 
fear of detainment—this can lead to higher rates of 

student absenteeism as families hunker down together 
at home. And, immigration agents have detained about 
50 children since Trump took office in January

Asked how they think school districts and schools 
should respond if one of their students is 
apprehended by immigration agents off campus for 
reasons related to immigration violations that are 
civil (not criminal), educators split starkly along 
partisan lines. A majority of Harris voters (70%) said 
the district or school should advocate for the 
student’s release. By contrast, more than 3 out of 4 
Trump voters said the district should either do 
nothing (39%) or provide assistance to the 
immigration agents who detained the student (37 %).

If an immigrant student from my district or school is apprehended by immigration agents off campus for reasons related 
to immigration violations that are civil (not criminal), I believe my district should:*

Figure 3

*Differences between Trump and Harris voters were statistically significant (p<.10).

Immigration

47%

25%

14% 14%
8%

39% 37%

16%

70%

16%
4% 10%

Advocate for the student’s 
release

Do nothing Provide information/
assistance to the immigration

agents who detained the
student

Other

TOTAL Voted for Trump Voted for Harris

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/trumps-immigration-record-far-high-arrests-low-deportations-rcna217752
https://stateline.org/2025/07/24/fewer-than-half-of-ice-arrests-under-trump-are-convicted-criminals/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/20/nyregion/ice-6-year-old-nyc.html
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36%

44%

19%

8%

46% 45%

54%

38%

8%

Yes* It depends No*

TOTAL Voted for Trump Voted for Harris

When the question hit even closer to home, the results 
grew more nuanced. Asked whether they would 
personally advocate for an immigrant student 
apprehended for civil immigration violations, the share of 
respondents who said either “yes” or “no” split sharply 
along partisan lines—with 8% of Trump voters saying 
they would assist and the same share of Harris voters 
saying they would not. However, nearly half of Trump 
voters (46%) responded “it depends.” A smaller but 
similar share of Harris voters (38%) said the same. 

Respondents who said their decision to advocate for an 
immigrant student detained by immigration agents would 
“depend” were also asked a follow-up question about the 
factors that would influence their decision. Again, partisan 
differences were limited. Trump and Harris voters’ most 
common responses were the same: Their decision would 
depend upon “the particulars of the student’s situation” 
(67% of both groups) and/or “whether or not [they] felt 

[they] had the necessary knowledge/training to effectively 
assist” (47% of Trump voters and 63% of Harris voters). 
The only significant difference between the two groups 
was that Harris voters were significantly more likely than 
Trump voters to say their decision would depend upon the 
likelihood that such assistance make them a target or get 
them in trouble at work.

“All of our teachers would fight not to have a student 
removed/deported/sent away, but are worried about legal 
aspects, such as losing out retirement from the state 
and/or being targeted ourselves,” wrote a Florida 
elementary school teacher and Harris voter who expressed 
this concern. 

Among respondents who said they would not advocate 
for a student detained by immigration agents (as opposed 
to “it depends”), the most common reason was: “It’s not 
my job as an educator” (59%). “Concerns about legal 
liability” (33%) was number two.

9

If an immigrant student from my district or school is apprehended by immigration agents off campus for reasons related 
to immigration violations that are civil (not criminal), would you, personally, advocate for the student’s release?

Figure 4

*Indicates the differences between Trump and Harris voters were statistically significant for this category of response (p<.10)
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7%

9%

16%

16%

19%

20%

31%

34%

40%

55%

67%

13%

11%

11%

9%

4%

13%

29%

13%

27%

47%

67%

4%

5%

15%

19%

25%

27%

36%

46%

46%

63%

67%

Other

Whether I had a favorable or unfavorable view of the 
student prior to detainment

The likelihood of my assistance succeeding

Likelihood of federal, local, or state political pushback

Likelihood I might be targeted by those opposed 
to my advocacy*

Existence/non-existence of other competing 
obligations in my life

Whether or not I knew the student

Likelihood that advocacy could cause me to lose 
my job or get reprimanded*

The potential for legal liability

Whether or not I felt I had 
the necessary knowledge/training 

to effectively assist

The particulars of the 
student’s situation

Voted for Harris

Voted for Trump

TOTAL

10

What factors would help you 
determine whether you would 
advocate for an immigrant 
student detained off campus for 
a civil immigration offense? 
Select all that apply.

Figure 5

*Indicates the differences between Trump and Harris voters were statistically significant for this category of response (p<.10)
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*Respondents are educators who 
indicated they would not 
advocate for an immigrant 
student detained off campus for 
a civil immigration offense. 
Partisan breakdowns are not 
shown: The reason is that n sizes 
are too small to permit valid 
comparisons because too few 
Harris voters said they would not 
assist the student.

Why wouldn’t you advocate for an immigrant student detained off campus 
for a civil immigration offense? Select all that apply

Figure 6

8%

10%

10%

11%

12%

13%

15%

16%

23%

33%

59%

We have too many immigrants in this 
country already

Other

Even if the violation is a civil offense, I 
believe it should result in deportation

I would not support a student arrested or 
detained for any reason, regardless of the 

type of offense or ultimate outcome

If the student was detained, the student 
most likely committed a violation and 

should face consequences

Too many other demands on my time

Concerns about suffering consequences 
at work

There are others who would advocate 
more effectively than me

Concerns about being targeted by those 
opposed to my advocacy

Concerns about legal liability

It’s not my job as an educator
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Like immigration, the role of the federal government 
in education has long been a topic of partisan debate. The 
federal government has been engaged in education-
related functions since the 1800s. But the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)—the main federal 
law related to K-12 education—was not signed into law 
until 1965, under Democratic President Lyndon B. 
Johnson. It wasn’t until 14 years later that the U.S. 
Department of Education was founded under 
Democratic President Jimmy Carter. Acting on 
longstanding concerns about federal overreach, 
Republicans almost immediately launched efforts to 
abolish it: Within a year, its elimination was a goal of 
Republican President Ronald Reagan’s successful 1980 
campaign. Since that time, the Department has survived 
multiple attempts at elimination, which must, under law, 
be approved by Congress.

In 2002, Republican George W. Bush signed the 2002 
reauthorization of the 1965 Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (known as “No Child Left Behind”).  The 

reauthorization, which passed with bipartisan support, 
expanded the federal government’s role in education by 
implementing school accountability measures associated 
with timelines, penalties, and rewards. This expansion 
soon attracted opposition both from the left—which 
raised concerns about the law’s consequences and focus 
on standardized testing—and from the right—which 
continued to complain of federal overreach. The current 
version of the Act—which was signed into law in 2015 
under Democratic President Barack Obama—dialed back 
the federal role. But emergency relief legislation passed 
during the coronavirus pandemic increased that role once 
again by providing $190 billion—an unprecedented 
amount of federal funding for K-12 education. Even with 
this infusion, federal funds comprised just 13.7% percent 
of public school funding in 2021-22—up from a more 
typical percentage of 7.6% in 2019-20. The fact that state 
and local governments have always provided the lion’s 
share of K-12 funding has historically limited the ability of 
the federal government to shape education policy.

The Role of the Federal Government in Education

The fact that state and local governments have 
always provided the lion’s share of K-12 funding 
has historically limited the ability of the federal 
government to shape education policy.

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/why-its-so-hard-to-kill-the-education-department-and-why-some-keep-trying/2024/08
https://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/news/politico-the-plot-to-overhaul-no-child-left-behind
https://usafacts.org/answers/what-percentage-of-public-school-funding-comes-from-the-federal-government/country/united-states/
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Given the longstanding history of political debate 
around the appropriate size of the federal role in K-12 
education, it is unsurprising that teacher and 
administrator views on this subject break down along 
partisan lines. Nearly 3 out of 4 Trump voters say the 
federal government has played too big of a role in 
education since 1965, when the main law governing 
federal involvement in K-12 education was approved. 

“They should have 0 role in education,” a high 
school teacher and Trump voter in North Carolina 

wrote in response to a survey question. “Since the 
inception of the department of education we have 
fallen tremendously in our results.”

By contrast, most Harris voters (59%) say that the size 
of the federal government has been just right since that 
time. Harris voters are nearly twice as likely to say the 
federal role has been too small as to say it has been too 
large. Trump voters are more than eight times more 
likely to say the role has been too large as to say it has 
been too small. 

Educator Views of the Size of the Federal Role 
in K-12 Education

22%
9%

27%

47%

17%

59%

31%

74%

14%

TOTAL Voted for
Trump

Voted for
Harris

Grown too large

Stayed at the appropriate level

Been too small

Since the Elementary and Secondary Education Act passed in 1965, 
the role of the federal government in education has:

Figure 7
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4%

6%

11%

39%

40%

16%

17%

30%

17%

21%

1%

2%

4%

45%

47%

No role

A minimal role limited to gathering national 
data and supporting research, with no 

resources provided to states/districts/schools

A smaller role providing less funding and 
allowing states to decide how they spend the 

resources provided

A more expansive role—increasing funding 
and influence on education so as to fully 

close the gap between state/local resource 
allocations and what is needed for all 

students to achieve at high levels

Its current role—providing about 10 percent 
of K-12 funding by targeting resources to 

designated purposes/populations, with state 
and local governments providing most 

resources and making most decisions

Voted for Harris Voted for Trump TOTAL

Which of the following best describes your view of the role the federal government 
should play in K-12 education?

Figure 8
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59%

17%

77%

23%

69%

2%

18% 14% 21%

TOTAL Voted for Trump Voted for Harris

Too large

The right size

Too small

Under the current Trump administration, the role of the federal government in education is or will be:

Figure 9
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Asked how big of a role the federal government should 
play in K-12 education, more than 90% of Harris voters 
wanted the level of influence to stay the same size or grow.

“I believe we should get rid of state departments of 
education and have only ONE national Dept of 
Education” wrote a Harris voter and school leader in 
Michigan. “My beliefs about a highly centralized 
education department stem from the fact that most other 
high achieving nations have centralized structures 
(Europe in general) and from witnessing the foolishness 
that states have done to education standards.  Some 
states have stronger standards for promotion or 
advancement, while others have lower requirements.  
And this is all to meet their own needs to support a 
political agenda.  If centralized in Washington, it does 
equalize it to everyone and the standards should be high 
and those who struggle should be given the assistance 
needed for their school/districts.”

Harris voters’ wish list of new roles they would like the 
federal government to take on includes creating “a 

"Teacher Bill of Rights: similar to GI Bill;” “construction 
and building updates for safety” and holding students 
and parents “responsible for the choices of students.”

Prior to current President’s second term, the U.S. 
Department of Education was already the smallest 
Cabinet agency. Further shrinking the federal role in 
education by eliminating the U.S. Department of 
Education entirely has been a prominent goal of his 
second term. Since taking office, the President has 
further reduced the Department’s staff by close to 50%-
to about 2,200.

As he reduces the headcount of the Department itself, 
Trump has also worked to expand the federal role in 
education. The administration’s tactics have included 
withholding  and threatening to withhold federal 
education funding and launching legal investigations to 
encourage states, districts, and schools to eliminate 
diversity, equity and inclusion-related initiatives and 
practices that aim to protect  students who are 
transgender.

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/ed-dept-will-shed-nearly-half-its-staff-in-massive-reduction-under-trump
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/hope-shattered-for-laid-off-ed-dept-staff-after-supreme-court-order/2025/07
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/how-trump-is-changing-the-federal-governments-role-in-schools/2025/09
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/25/nyregion/trump-dei-schools-federal-money.html#:%7E:text=Gender%20and%20D.E.I.-,Policies,similar%20changes%20to%20gender%20policies.
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36%
2%

19% 92%

45%

6%

Voted for Trump Voted for Harris
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More than 3 out of 4 Harris voters who 
responded to the survey expressed concerns 
about the current administration’s approach 
to federal education policy—saying it is too 
small. Their perceptions of Trump, Vice 
President JD Vance, and U.S. Secretary of 
Education Linda McMahon are also aligned, 
with upwards of 90% expressing 
unfavorable views of all three.

Evidence is more mixed when it comes 
Trump supporters’ views. On the one hand, 
more than 2 out of 3 predict that the federal 
role in education will be the right size under 
the current administration. 

Among educators who voted for Trump, 
support for the President himself also 
remained high halfway through the first year 
of his second term, with 85% expressing 
favorable views. Vice President JD Vance 
also earned an 85% favorability rating from 
educators who voted for Trump. 

However, support among Trump voters is 
lukewarm when it comes to the person 
charged with carrying out the President’s 
education-related plans: U.S. Secretary of 
Education Linda McMahon. Only a minority 
(36%) expressed favorable views. A larger 
share (45%) selected the “not 
applicable/don’t know” category. Nearly 1 
in 5 said their view of McMahon was 
unfavorable. This tepid support for the 
Secretary of Education is not unprecedented 
among educators who have voted for 
Trump. A 2017 EdWeek Research Center 
survey found that 30% of teachers, school 
leaders, and district leaders who voted for 
the current President the first time he ran in 
2016 had a favorable view of his then-
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos. (Two 
percent of K-12 educators who voted for 
Democratic Party candidate Hillary Clinton 
expressed favorable views of DeVos).

Is your opinion of Vice President JD Vance currently 
favorable or unfavorable?

85%

1%

3%

95%

12% 4%

Voted for Trump Voted for Harris

Is your opinion of President Donald Trump currently 
favorable or unfavorable?

Figures 10-12

85%

1%

8%

97%

7% 2%

Voted for Trump Voted for Harris

N/A/Don't know Unfavorable Favorable

Is your opinion of Linda McMahon currently favorable 
or unfavorable?

https://epe.brightspotcdn.com/be/2b/1bc98850470e9fecf8f8085a3284/educator-political-perceptions-education-week-12-12-2017.pdf
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Despite the lengthy history of partisan debate over the appropriate role of the federal government in 
schools, Trump and Harris voters are on the same page when it comes to two of the three roles they are most 
likely to say the federal government should play when it comes to education: Supporting the education of 
students with higher-cost educational needs and funding technology for schools. 

Educator Views of the Roles the Federal Government 
Should Play in K-12 Education

9%

11%

12%

12%

25%

27%

48%

51%

51%

56%

60%

10%

33%

9%

13%

13%

16%

25%

14%

30%

34%

32%

8%

3%

10%

9%

29%

28%

61%

69%

54%

69%

76%

Other

I don’t think the federal government should play any role in K-12 education*

Mandating curricula/standards

Providing funding in support of home schooling, private schooling, and other 
forms of school choice

Encouraging reform by incentivizing states and schools to adopt specific 
school improvement strategies*

Holding schools accountable for ensuring that students achieve proficiency in 
math and reading*

Supporting and disseminating K-12 education-related data and research*

Combatting discrimination against students*

Supporting career preparation*

Funding technology for schools*

Supporting the education of students with higher-cost educational needs*

Voted for Harris

Voted for Trump

Total

In your view, what role(s) should the federal government play in K-12 education? Select all that apply.

Figure 13

*Indicates the differences between Trump and Harris voters were statistically significant for this category of response (p<.10).
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Trump and Harris voters are also united in 
their lack of support for one centerpiece of the 
current administration’s education agenda, 
which has already included launching the first 
nationwide, federally-funded school voucher 
initiative: Just 13% of Trump voters and 9% of 
Harris voters say the federal government should 
provide funding to support homeschooling, 
private schooling, and other forms of school 
choice. The difference is not statistically 
significant. Trump and Harris voters are also in 
agreement when it comes to their views of 
curriculum mandates from the federal 
government, with roughly 90% of those who 
voted for each candidate opposing this function. 
The federal government has typically steered 
clear of playing this role in the past, although it 
has been accused of attempting to do so by critics 
on both sides of the aisle.

Despite their agreement on school choice 
funding and curriculum mandates, Trump and 
Harris voters do diverge significantly when it 
comes to most of the functions currently carried 
out by the U.S. Department of Education.

Although it’s one of roles they are most likely 
to support, Trump voters are significantly less 
likely than Harris voters to say the federal 
government’s role should include supporting 
the education of students with higher-cost 
educational needs (32% vs. 76%). The same is 
true of funding school technology—which is 
supported by 34% of Trump voters and 69% of 
Harris voters. Compared to Trump voters, 
Harris voters are significantly more likely to say 
the federal government should support career 
education; combat discrimination against 
students; support and disseminate data and 
research; hold schools accountable for ensuring 
students attain proficiency in English/language 
arts and math; and encourage reform by 
incentivizing states and schools to adopt 
specific school improvement strategies.

Despite their agreement 
on school choice 
funding and curriculum 
mandates, Trump and 
Harris voters do diverge 
significantly when it 
comes to most of the 
functions currently 
carried out by the U.S. 
Department of 
Education.
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Civics education is often viewed as a 
way to reduce partisan polarization. But 
its definition can vary widely. 
Sometimes, this variation breaks down 
along partisan lines.

Asked how they characterize the 
purpose of civics education, Trump and 
Harris voters who work in K-12 education 
diverged significantly on several 
objectives. Harris voters were 
significantly more likely than Trump 
voters to say that civics education should 
prepare students to evaluate the 
trustworthiness and biases of 
information; help identify solutions to 
community problems; collaborate and 
resolve conflicts with others; question 
and critique government to improve it; 
and hold government officials 
accountable through advocacy or 
protest. Compared to Harris voters, 
Trump voters were significantly more 
likely to say civics should prepare 
students to feel patriotism.

At the same time that they disagree 
on some issues, supporters of both 
candidates are on the same page when it 
comes to the two goals they are most 
likely to identify as objectives of civics 
education: teaching students to 
understand how government functions 
and know the rights afforded to them. 

There are also no significant 
differences in the share of Trump and 
Harris voters who say civics education 
should help students know how to 
understand and follow laws; serve their 
communities; or vote in elections.

*Indicates that differences between Trump and Harris 
voters are statistically significant for this category (p<.10).

Civics Education
Select all that apply. In my opinion, the purpose of K-12 civics 
instruction is to prepare students to:

Figure 14
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35%

42%

60%

65%

66%

66%

67%

70%

70%

76%

82%

90%

2%

53%

23%

45%

52%

63%

54%

56%

72%

67%

64%

77%

92%

4%

24%

52%

69%

70%

70%

72%

73%

71%

70%

82%

87%

92%

Other

Feel patriotism*

Hold government officials accountable 
through advocacy or protest*

Question and critique government to 
improve it*

Collaborate and resolve conflicts 
with others*

Vote in elections

Help identify solutions to community 
problems*

Evaluate the trustworthiness and biases of 
information*

Understand and follow laws

Serve their communities

Engage in respectful, reasoned debate 
about controversial issues with people who 

disagree with them*

Know the rights afforded to them

Understand how governments function in 
our country

Voted for Harris Voted for Trump TOTAL

https://hechingerreport.org/can-we-teach-our-way-out-of-political-polarization/#:%7E:text=Kawashima%2DGinsberg%2C%20director%20of%20the%20Center%20for%20Information,topics%2C%20good%20classroom%20culture%20is%20especially%20important.
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Trump and Harris voters also disagreed on an aspect 
of civics education that has become particularly 
relevant as the current administration faces high-
profile legal challenges asserting that it has violated 
constitutional law. 

Trump voters were nearly three times more likely 
than Harris voters to say social studies teachers in their 
district should not discuss current events with students if 
they raise questions about whether elected officials are 
violating constitutional law. Their most common 
response was “only in high school.” By contrast, more 
than half of Harris voters said teachers should discuss 

this topic—regardless of grade level or whether or not 
students themselves raise the issue.

Trump and Harris voters also disagree about how 
hard it is to discuss current events with students who 
raise questions about whether elected officials are 
violating constitutional law. Eighty-six percent of Harris 
voters say it is harder to discuss this topic now than it 
was a year ago. Most Trump voters say they haven’t 
experienced a change. It is worth noting that less than 
10% of Trump and Harris voters say it has gotten easier 
to address elected officials’ constitutional law violations 
with students.

Compared to one year ago, 
how challenging is it for 
teachers in your district to 
discuss current events with 
students that raise questions 
about whether elected 
officials are violating 
constitutional law?

Figure 15

https://www.reuters.com/legal/major-cases-involving-trump-before-us-supreme-court-2025-09-22/#:%7E:text=September%2023%20%2D%20The%20U.S.%20Supreme,Sign%20up%20here.
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and high

school

Only in high
school*
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TOTAL Voted for Trump Voted for Harris
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In your opinion, should social studies teachers in your district discuss current events with students if they raise 
questions about whether elected officials are violating constitutional law?

Figure 16

*Indicates that differences between Trump and Harris voters are statistically significant for this category (p<.10).
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Conclusion

E ducators are not immune to the political 
polarization that has swept the nation. As is 
the case for non-educators, their views often 
diverge along predictable partisan lines: 

Harris voters are significantly more likely than Trump 
voters to say they would advocate for a student 
detained for a civil immigration violation. Trump 
voters are significantly more likely than Harris voters to 
say the federal government’s role in education has 
grown too large. These internal divisions can add an 
additional level of complexity as educators navigate 
partisan polarization among parents, communities, and 
students while at the same time focusing on their core 
mission of teaching and learning.

At the same time that they diverge on some issues, 
teachers and administrators with different political 
views agree on others. Regardless of their personal 
partisan perspectives, educators are most likely to say 
that the purpose of civics education—often proposed as 
a salve to heal partisan divides—is to understand how 
governments function in our country and to teach 
students about the rights afforded to them. Trump and 
Harris supporters who work in K-12 education are also 
about equally likely to believe that the federal 
government should not mandate curriculum or fund

private or homeschooling; to perceive that it has gotten 
easier to address students’ questions about the 
violation of constitutional law by elected officials; and 
to say their decisions about whether or not to support 
immigrant students detained for immigration 
violations would depend upon the particulars of the 
situation. This means that multiple, key areas of 
agreement persist among educators, even in an 
increasingly divided nation.

Regardless of their personal 
partisan perspectives, 
educators are most likely to 
say that the purpose of civics 
education … is to understand 
how governments function in 
our country and to teach 
students about the rights 
afforded to them.
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