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State Policies on Sexual Misconduct Between Educators and Students 

Age of State has a law targeting educators State requires State requl .... school offtc:IaIa StMe ........ P"*CtIIISI 
consent' who abuse their positions of trust or crlmlnal-background to report alleged wrongdoing ec:hooI ofIIc:t.Ia from 

authority by having sex with students chec:ka for tNCher or the resIgndon 01 educIItora .................. 
Oldest age c.rtlflcatIon, using auspec:ted 01 sexual misconduct on job ........... gIwn tor 

protected under FBI and state records, to stata education offtc:IaIa c:unwrt or former ernpIGyeee 

the law and fingerprinting 

Alabama 16 .I 

Alaska 16 17 .I 

Arizona 18 .I .I 

Arkansas 16 .I 17 .I 

California 18 .I 

Colorado 15 .I 17 .I 

Connecticut 16 .I No limit .I 

Delaware 16 .I 17 .I .I 

Florida 18 .I .I .I 

Georgia 16 .I No limit .I 

Hawaii 16 .I 

Idaho 18 .I 

Illinois 17 .I 17 

Indiana 16 .I 17 

Iowa 16 .I' 15 .I 

Kansas 16 .I 17 .I .I 

Kentucky 16 .I .I 

Louisiana 17 .I 

Maine 16 .I 17 .I 

Maryland 16 .I 

Massachusetts 16 .I 

Michigan 16 .I 17 .I .I 

Minnesota 16 .I 17 .I .I 

Mississippi 16 .I 17 .I 

Missouri 17 .I 

Montana 16 .I 

Nebraska 16 .I 

Nevada 16 .I 17 .I 

New Hampshire 16 .I' 17 .I .I 

New Jersey 16 .I 17 .I .I 

New Mexico 17 .I' 17 .I .I .I 

New York 17 .I .I 

North Carolina 16 No limit .I .I 

North Dakota 18 .I .I 

Ohio 16 .I No limit .I 

Oklahoma 16 .I 17 .I 

Oregon 18 .I 

Pennsylvania 16 

Rhode Island 16 .I .I 

South Carolina 16 .I 15 .I .I 

South Dakota 16 .I 

Tennessee 18 .I 

Texas 17 

Utah 18 .I 17 .I .I 

Vermont 16 .I 

Virginia 18 .I 17 .I .I 

Washington 16 .I 17 .I 

West Virginia 16 .I .I 

Wisconsin 18 .I 17 .I ,/ 

Wyoming 18 .I' No limit .I 

u.s. - 27 - 42 17 17 

'In many states, the age of consent vanes dependIng on the age of the older person Involved and the nature of the sexual actJV\ty. The ages listed here are those at whICh an adolescent IS presumed to be legally able to consent to sex under general staMory-rape laws. 
2111000;s' position-of-authonty statute does not aU10matJcally apply to teachers; aU1honty In IndIvidual relatlonsh,ps would have to be prOlled by the evidence. "offenders must have used the" pos,tions of authonty to coerce the students to sub,",t. 

SOURCE: EducatIOn Week survey of state departments of educahon, 2003. Compiled by Research Associate JennIfer Park. 


