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Identify motivated students and 
older adults and enlist their help 
generating interest among their 
respective social networks.  

4. 

Consider logistical questions, like:  
Will transportation be necessary and,  
if so, is it available and within 
budget? Is your school properly 
equipped to meet the accessibility 
needs of older adults? 

1. 5. 

Start by asking the question:  
What are your school’s goals,  
and how might an intergenerational 
partnership help meet them? For instance, 
if you want to boost academics, consider 
inviting older adults to volunteer as tutors. 
If it’s increasing students’ social-emotional 
skills, inviting retirees to run after-school 
clubs can expose students to new 
perspectives in a natural setting.

3. 

Determining early in the process  
how participants on each side of  
the partnership can best share their  
interests and skills sets the stage for  
a meaningful experience. A retired  
English teacher, for example, may want 
to tutor students in reading or writing. 
Tech-savvy high school students could 
host workshops to troubleshoot computer 
problems for older adults and teach them 
new ways to use electronic devices. 

2. 
Forcing anyone into a relationship—
whether a 12-year-old boy or an 85-year-old 
woman—is generally counterproductive. 
Instead, spend time up front creating 
opportunities of interest to both parties,  
and make them inviting—but voluntary. 
Once a student or partner commits to 
joining, provide regularly scheduled 
meeting times to foster the partnership.

Crossing the  
generational divide

Bringing together students and older adults isn’t just a nice idea. When done deliberately, the resulting intergenerational 
partnership can produce a host of meaningful benefits—from cognitive to social-emotional—for everyone involved.  

Want to launch an intergenerational partnership in your school community? Start with these five strategies. 


